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FRUITFULNESS IN OLD AGE. | 


Psaum 92: 14— They shall still bring forth fruit im.old age.” 


There are two. events before us, which no skill or power of inen 
can avoid. They are old age and death. a A eee 
wards them by a steady and irresistible progress. _By night and by 
day, \we are traveling on, through the successive stages of life; nor 
can we stop.a single moment on the road that is conducting us ahd 
all winkiod down. the scale of years, to the affecting ternsinadlon of 
our earthly being in the grave and eternity. 

We may indeed be cut off in the midst of our sin and thus be 
snatched away from the infirmities and trials of d years; but 
if life is spared, we shall all very soon reach the ‘of old age; 
and when arrived at that period, the next step brings us to death 
and the house appointed for all the living. 

But though these events cannot be avoided, much may be ddat 
to mitigate or remove the evils connected with’ them, to render 
ourselyes useful and happy even down to old age ‘and death. ° 

Plants and trees are necessarily deprived of theit fruitfulness b 

era are left to decay, or are cut down as uséless encum! 

he ground, The same is ‘true of animals. They g , come to 
padre decay, and die. The same also is true 0 : 
men, who, more resembling vegetables or animals, thas | 
beings, live only for the present moment; and having’ sp 
little hour of being and enjoyment in this passing scene, . 
the leaves of autumn, and fall, soon to be forgotten, ‘as if they: iad 
never been. ais it er forth 

Not so the persons spoken of in our text. They, bring 
fruit in old a These are they, who, in the context, are 

nated the ri teous they are likened to the palm-tree, thet is al- 
_ Vou. XIII. No. 42. ¥ 
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ways green—to the cedars of Lebanon, that are always flourishing; 
they are said to be planted in the house of the Lord, and as a con- 
sequence, they flourish in the courts of God. Nature may decay, 
but grace thrives still, putting forth fresh blossoms and bearing fruits 
even amid the storms and frosts of the winter of life. 

My object in the present discourse is to mention several things 
which are necessary to fruitfulness in old age, and then urge some 
considerations which should engage us to live in such a manner as 
to bring forth fruit in old age, should it please God to spare our 
lives till that period. 

1. The first thing then which I mention as neces to fruitful- 
ness in old age, is a well regulated childhood and youth. 

The young are, in general, but little aware of the inestimable 
value of their early days, nor do they realise in any measure as 
they ought, while they tread the giddy round of pleasure or trifle 
away the golden hours of youth in neglect of God and their souls, 
that they are forming the habits and fixing the character of their 
future years. They know not that, in a course of dissipation or 
vain amusements, they are training up for a useless life, a 
wretched old age, and a miserable eternity. 

Such, however, is the fact. There is a very close connection 
between a misspent youth and a fruitless old age. The grace of 
God may indeed interpose to break this connection, and save 
the subject from shame and ruin. But even when this is the case, 
the unhappy effects of early misconduct remain through life, and 
greatly diminish the fruitfulness of subsequent years. John New- 
ton was a dissipated and wicked youth; and though, by the grace 
of God, he was snatched as a brand from the burning, he felt till 
his dying day the unhappy consequences of the habits he formed 
in early life. The same is true of all who spend the morning of 
their days in estrangement from God and neglect of duty. The 
habits then contracted cleave to them as a second nature, and are 
a great impediment in the way of a useful and happy life. . 

Our earliest are, unquestionably, our most important days. They 
are the spring season, the seed-time of life and eternity,—the row 
when the appetites and passions are to be subjected to the higher 
principles of reason and virtue; when the mind and heart are to be 
cultivated and improved ; and when, if ever, are to be formed the 
germs, at least, of those intellectual and moral habits which impart 
worth to the character and dignity and usefulness to future years. If 

orning of life is neglected or misimproved, the loss is irrepara- 

. It is like a frost in spring or a drought in summer. The one de- 

~TOY 


s the ~ any, blossoms, the other the ripening fruits; and either 
ope 


‘ cuts off all of a plentiful harvest. An apocryphal writer says; 
“If thou hast gathered nothing in thy youth, Soar canst thou find 
any thing in thine age?” 

What a young man is at fifteen. or twenty years of age, that he is 
likely to be in the leading traits of his character through life. If you 
see one in that tender, forming age, careful of his time and diligent 
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in the improvement of his mind and heart; if you see him remem- 
bering God his Creator, consecrating to him the dew of his youth, 
and coming forward upon the stage of action under the influence of 
correct moral and religious habits, you see one who, having been 
planted in the house of the Lord, will flourish in the courts of his 
God. The seed sowed in his youth will spring up in his age, and 
bear fruit unto eternal life. ] 

On the other hand, if you see a youth improvident of his time 
and neglectful of his habits; if you see him breaking away from the 
restraints of religion, throwing from him the counsels of his parents, 
and indulging in vicious courses, you need be at no loss to predict 
his future character, He is forming habits which he will proba- 
bly retain through life, and which will render him not only a use- 
less member of society, but a burden both to himself and his fellow- 
men in the decline of age. ' 

2. Perseverance in the means of promoting usefulness through 
every successive period of life is another thing essential to fruitful- 
ness in old age. 

We see many young persons setting out in life with every flat- 
tering prospect of success, who entirely disappoint the hopes of 
their friends, and sink into a state of comparative insignificance 
and .uselessness. The reason is, they want perseverance. They 
have not energy of character to endure the self-denial and toil 
which are necessary to enable them to rise in the world, and carry 
them forward in a course of well-doing. They are unstable of 
purpose, fluctuating in effort, acting without plan, without aim ; 
now pursuing this, and now that, till, discouraged by want of suc- 
cess, they give over exertion, fall into habits of indolence, often 
of vice, lose their respectability and influence in society, and 
finally sink into obscurity and neglect. 

It is the appointment of Providence that nothing great or good can 
be obtained without perseverance. It matters not what may have 
been your advantages in youth, nor how accomplished your educa- 
tion, nor how splendid your talents, nor how varied your attainments, 
nor how flattering your prospects; all will not avail to render old 
age useful and happy without continued effort. Industry and eco- 
nomy, for a few hours in the morning, will not atone for idleness 
and prodigality the rest of the day. The fairest setting out will not 
suffice to secure success without patient continuance in well-doing. 
The tendency of human nature is downward; and nothing can keep 
us in course of improvement, but unremitted and unwearied . exer- 
tion. The moment we cease to make effort to rise and go forward, 
we begin to sink and go backward. There is no point where we 
can stop or fold our hands in slothful ease, without diminishing pro- 
portionably our usefulness and happiness in the decline of life. 

There is another fact to be kept in mind. It is much easier to lose 
a character than it is to ire one, Virtuous influence, usefulness, is 
a plant of lonqyutl Lbadon much time and the most carefu} 

tivation to bring it to any gopd degree of perfection. But a single 
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stroke in a single minute can destroy it. One misstep has often ruined 
the reputation of a long life, and rendered the subject of it wretched 
and useless the remainder of his days. Esteem 1s lost, confidence 
is destroyed; and when these are gone no man can be either useful 
or happy. Fruitfulness in old age, then; demands not only persevering 
exertion, but habitual watchfulness, lest in some unguarded hour the 
tempter seduce the heart from the ways of virtue and uprightness, 
and thus blast the character and destroy the usefulness and peace 
of future life. 

3. In order to bring forth fruit in old age, it is necessary that we 
keep up with the spirit and improvements of the times in which we 
live. If we would be useful in our day and generation, we must 
move on with the progress of things, and keep up an acquaintance 
with what is going on in the world. If we neglect this, we shall soon 
fall behind the advancing spirit of the times, and feel ourselves to be 
strangers in the world in which God has called us to live and act 
for the glory of his name and the good of our fellow-men. 

Let a man in this active stirring age fall asleep, and remain in that 
state five or ten years, and then wake up, and he would scarcely 
know where he was or'what he had to do. He would be in a new 
world; and for want of sympathy and fellowship with the living, 
active beings around him, would feel himself entirely disqualified to 
enter into their designs or unite with them in any plans of general 
improvement. 

Not unlike this must be our condition, if we cherish not in our- 
selves the spirit of the age to which we belong, and move not with 
the moving world around us. If we stop or quit our post only a short 
time, we are left in the rear, and must pursue the remainder of our 
journey alone. Stereotyped habits of feeling and thought are not 
in keeping with the spirit of the age. If we retire from the scene of 
action ; if, through attachment to former days or dislike of innovation 
and change, we refuse to go forward in our habits of feeling, and 
thinking, and acting with the advancement of public sentiment and 
the progress of events, we must cease to be useful, because we shall 
cease to have any sympathy or fellow-feeling with the agents who 
are at work around us. 

It is owing to a defect in this particular that some ministers, and 
not a few professing christians, manifest a strange indifference to 
the benevolent operations which distinguish our day. And what is 
worse, we sometimes see persons of this description looking with 
an evil eye upon those operations and opposing them as useless, if 
not hurtful innovations upon that order of things to which they 
have been accustomed. The reason is, they have not kept up with 
the spirit of the times; they have fallen behind the age in which 
they live, and in their habits of feeling and acting belong to a ge- 
neration that has passed away. 

There is another thing to be noticed in this connection. As aged 
people perceive the infirmities of years coming upon them, they 
usually feel a growing reluctance to every thing that requires acti- 





FRUITFULNESS IN OLD AGE. 181 


vity and labor. Their feelings are like those of a man who is chilled 
through with the cold; they are inclined to lie down and repose. 
But the consequence of yielding is fatal. The reluctance to activity 
increases by indulgence, and is soon succeeded by a torpor both of 
body and mind from which nothing can rouse them, It is far wiser 
to keep the mind, and the heart, and the hands actively in ves in 
our Master’s work till the last. Many aged people have I known, 
who, by a sort of inherent energy or force of character, have kept 
off for years the infirmities of age, and by exerting themselves to 
keep up with the spirit of the times, have continued to shine as 
lights in the world even till the going down of their sun.* 

4. Another thing essential to fruitfulness in old age is to guard 
against the faults that are incident to that time of life. If the aged 
are less exposed than the young to the sins of vain mirth, and loose 
desires, Me irregular appetites and passions; or if they are less ex- 
posed than the middle-aged to the sins of ambition, and pride, and 
worldly aggrandizement; they are more exposed than either to be 
querrulous, impatient, discontented; to be suspicious, jealous, and 
vainly fearful of neglect and want. They are also much exposed to 
be dissatisfied with the present generation and the present state of 
things, and to speak of the former days as better than these; and 
while they have but little fellowship with what is peaens around 
them, they are very apt to be obstinate and self-willed; to be dis- 


trustful and jealous of those who are coming upon the stage of 
action after them; and what is still more surprising to be much 
addicted to the sin of covetousness, when nearest to the end of 


their days. 


Covetousness is styled by the Apostle the root of all evil; and 
as the “root in winter retains the sap, when the branches have lost 
their leaves and verdure; so in old age, the winter of life, covetous- 
ness preserves its vigor when other vices have disappeared.” S$ 
as it may seem, when men are about to leave the world, they often 
cling fastest to it; and at the sun-set of life, are careful and troubled 
about many things, providing for a long day. Andrew Fuller ex- 
plains the fact by saying, “The lust of the flesh has nearly spent 
its force, the pride of life has lost its charms; Gopravity therefore 
has only one channel left, the lust of the eye; and this commonly 
flows deeper and stronger as years ae and the infirmities of 
age increase.” I once knew a man sick of a consumption and nigh 
unto death, who, on learning from a friend that bank stock had risen, 


* A remark of Dr. Rice, in his life, page 366. There are two errors to which 
aged men are exposed. One is, of holding on, and refusing to admit that they 
are old. The other is precisely opposite. It is allowing themselves to grow 
old prematurely. Failing to exercise their faculties, they become rusty, and 
move like an old door whose hinges are never oiled. I have no doubt about 
the fact, that when the organs through which the mind acts, fail, mental 
imbecility ensues. But I am equally certain, that ceasing to exert our facul- 
ties greatly impairs their strength. And I am convinced that when a man 


whose life has been very active, retires, he very soon sinks into a seco 
dotage, 
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of which he possessed a large amount, brightened up and exclaimed 
with great animation, I can now die in peace. Poor man, he did die 
in less than a week after, and went to his own place. The spirit of 
covetousness, especially if it has by indulgence grown into a habit, 
is singularly tenacious in old age, and is emphatically a passion 
“strong in death.” 

5. The last thing I shall mention as essential to a fruitful old age, is 
to exercise the appropriate virtues of that period of life. The chief 
of these I find specified by the Apostle in his Epistle to Titus,— 
“ Speak thou the things that become sound doctrine,—that the aged 
be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.” 
The sobriety and gravity here recommended are not opposed to 
cheerfulness, but to levity and trifling. They denote that calm, col- 
lected, considerate frame of mind and propriety of deportment 
which are at once the duty and the ornament of age. Retiring from 
scenes of gayety and mirth, and from the noise and vanities of the 
world, the aged should have their minds much occupied with hea- 
venly contemplations; should have their affections and thoughts 
raised above the world and fixed on those invisible scenes which 
are so soon to open to their view in eternity. 

The temperance, too, which is enjoined, does not relate merely 
to moderation in eating and drinking, but to all the occupations and 

ssessions of life. The connection of the aged with the world 

eing so soon to terminate, they should withdraw their hearts from 
its riches and honors, from its pleasures and vain pursuits, and have 
all their desires and hopes tempered by a serious regard to the close 
of life, and the affecting change they are so soon to pass. Ta 

They are also required to be sound in the faith. Light, super- 
ficial views of religious truth may suffice to keep the mind in quiet- 
ness and hope in the season of health and vigor, but not when 
strength declines, and death and eternity are just at hand. If, when 
the ways are broken up, and the floods are pouring in, and you feel 
you must go hence, to be seen here no more, you are found unsound 
‘n the faith, unsettled and wavering in the great doctrines of the 
Gospel, you will be without any foundation on which to rest your 
soul, all around and beneath will be giving way, and you will be 
obliged to plunge into eternity in awful darkness and apprehension 
as to what is before you. 

On the other hand, if you have soundness in the faith, clear and 
settled views of the great —- of religion, and of the way of 
salvation by Christ, you will feel calm and sustained amid the de- 
cays of nature and the scenes of approaching death; your light, 
like the setting sun at the close of a long, clear summer’s day, will 
appear full-orbed and bright, shedding a soft and cheerful lustre 
upon all around ; and when sunk beneath the horizon, will leave 
behind the precious assurance of a glorious rising in the morning 
of the last day. 

Charity is another virtue enjoined upon the aged. Instead of 
holding their property in the grasp of a miserly, hoarding spirit, they 
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should scatter it with a liberal hand ; using it for God and the sd 
of their fellow-men, and thus “lay up for themselves a good foun- 
dation against the time to come.” Conscious of the account which 
they are soon to render of their stewardship, they should abound 
in works of beneficence, in all the offices of piety towards God, and 
charity towards men. As the time of their departure draws near, 
they should, like the blessed Saviour, feel an increasing interest in 
all about them, especially in the young and rising generation, and 
should impart to them those counsels of wisdom and love which 
their age and experience qualify them to administer with peculiar 
impressiveness and effect. 

The aged are very apt to lose an interest in the young. This - 
is agreat error. One ought to bind himself, in affection and sym- 
pathy, as long and as closely as possible to the younger classes 
of society, not only that he may be useful to them, by imparting to 
them the results of his observation and experience, but also that, 
by mingling his associations and feelings with theirs, he may keep 
up the activity and freshness of youthful days; avoid the feeling 
of loneliness which age is apt to bring along with it, and thus pro- 
long both his happiness and usefulness as he goes down the hill 
of life. 

A spirit of meekness and submission is another virtue appro- 
priate to the aged. Such a spirit is most needful amid the pains 
and infirmities of declining years; and is to be expected as the 
proper fruit of their long experience and the many trials they have 
had to pass through in making the journey of life. Trials, indeed, 
when unsanctified, usually beget discontent and peevishness of 
temper; but when sanctified, patience and submission. Many ~ 
aged christians have I known who have been softened and mel- 
lowed by their trials; and under their influence have acquired a 
spirit of unruffled meekness and gentleness. If the aged have ac- 
customed themselves to the government of their passions, to self- 
denial and resignation under the adversities of life, it will be easy 
for them to manifest this necessary and amiable disposition when 
the evil days come, and the years draw nigh when they can have 
no pleasure in them. 

Weanedness from the world, and a patient waiting for the coming 
of their Lord, is another virtue which should adorn the aged. As 
their time on earth is just drawing to a close, they should feel that 
they are strangers and pilgrims here below, and should be ready to 
leave this earthly scene at any hour when God may see fit to call 
for them. They should think much of the end of their journey, and 
of their everlasting home. It should be seen in their conversation, 
in their employments, in their prayers, in their spirit and whole de- 
meanor, from day to day ; that they view themselves as near their 
home, and are fast ripening to be removed to their Father’s house 
in heaven. And while their loins should be girded about, and their 
lamps trimmed and burning, ready for the summons to go forth to 
meet their Lord, their exhortations to others, to their families, their 
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neighbors, and friends, should be frequent and serious, as becometh 
those who are about to bid adieu to earth, and go home to be seen 
here no more. Their prayers, when cut off from other means of 
usefulness, should daily be poured forth for the piety and happiness 
of their families, of the church, and the world. And when the 
closing scene shall arrive, and they feel themselves sinking under 
disease, added to the infirmities of age, they should remember in 
whom they have believed, and strengthen their confidence in the 
rock of their salvation. While flesh and heart are failing, they should 
remember Him who is the strength of their heart, and their never- 
failing portion, and say with the Psalmist, as they close their eyes 
on earthly scenes: “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me; thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me.” O how happy, how useful a life thus spent 
and thus closed ! 


ParT Il.—MOTIVES TO FRUITFULNESS IN OLD AGE. 


1. The first I shall mention are the guilt and misery of an unfruit- 
ful old age. There is not in this lower world a more pitiable object 
than an old man or woman, who has passed sixty or seventy years 
in the vineyard of God, and has yet brought forth no fruit to the 
glory of his name. All that time he has been under the cultivation 
of the providence, the word, and the Spirit of God. The rains and 
the dews of heaven have descended upon him ; the sun has poured 
around him its light and heat ; plants of righteousness have sprung 
up and flourished by his side, and been transplanted to the paradise 
above: but he, like the barren fig-tree, has remained unfruitful, 
bearing nothing but leaves; and now, perhaps, under the curse 
of the great Master of the vineyard, is about to be cut down as 
a cumberer of the ground. What must be the reflections of such 
a man as he casts an eye over his past life, all barren and unfruitful 
as it is? Days, and months, and years have rolled over him only to 
witness his unfruitfulness, and ripen him for ruin. The goodness 
and forbearance of God, which should have led him to repentance, 
have only increased his impenitence and hardness of heart. The 
calls and invitations of mercy repeated to him more than half a cen- 
tury, have left him still in his sins, unpardoned, unsaved. Changes, 
and trials, and deaths, that have daily occurred around him, have 
only served to make him more unmindful of his own approaching 
end, and of the awful scenes before him. He has lived to bury all 
the world around him ; himself spared by the kindness of a God 
waiting to be gracious, and yet forgetful of the hand that has spared 
him, and, like an empty vine, bringing forth fruit only to himself. 
Standing now on the borders of the eternal world, with all these 
painful recollections of the past pressing upon him, what are his 
a sources of consolation and support? He has none. Riches 

e may have heaped up; and perhaps, too, he has heirs who are 
wishing him gone, that they may seize upon his estates and divide 
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them among themselves. But suppose him to be in the quiet pos- 
session of his wealth, what can that do for him now that age has 
palsied his faculties, and death stands at the door to remove him to 
eternity ? Honored, too, he may have been by man, but the proud- 
est laurels are withered by the frosts of age; and even in their 
freshest bloom can afford no support to the soul about to quit its 
earthly dwelling to appear before God. Friends he may have, but 
friends cannot ease the pains of decaying nature, nor delay, for an 
hour, his descent to the cold and silent grave. And if the past and 
the present are so vacant of comfort, what must be his prospects of 
the wen ? His strength departing, his senses blunted, his aculties 
‘impaired, his capacities of enjoyment failing, his early friends and 
companions gone, life stripped of its pleasures, cold, cheerless, sink- 
ing in rapid and irreparable decay.; neglected by the world, aban- 
doned, it may be, of God, his day of grace gone, he stands like a 
deserted cottage through which the winds of winter are whistling, 
and shaking it into ruins ; or like an aged, lonely forest tree, smitten 
by the bolt of heaven, withered, dead, falling to decay. When he 
looks to the past, all is vanity and a dream ; when he looks to the 
present, all is emptiness and guilt ; when he looks to the future, all 
is darkness and gloom. A few days, and he knows he shall be gone 
from earth, and be an inhabitant of the world of spirits. And what 
adds to the gloominess of this near prospect of death is, the almost 
entire certainty that he will die as he has lived, an unfruitful, un- 
holy subject of God’s government. The Ethiopian is not likely to 
change his skin, nor the leopard his spots. I will not dwell longer 
on this painful subject: but if you, my friends, would not realize 
in your own persons this picture of guilt and wretchedness, see to it 
that you come not to old age in the unfruitfulness of a life spent in 
estrangement from God. See to it that you devote your earliest and 
best days to his service, and provide for yourselves, ina life of piety 
and usefulness, a good foundation against the time of need. 

2. The beauty, the dignity, and the happiness of a fruitful old age 
should make the attainment of it an object of the warmest desire 
and the most unwearied exertion to every living man. There is not 
a more interesting object on earth than an old disciple, who has 
been bringing forth fruit to the glory of his Saviour during a long life, 
and who, when about to be removed to a purer and brighter clime, 
is still seen putting forth fresh blossoms and bearing fruits of righte- 
ousness. Upon such an one the eye rests with peculiar satisfaction. 
He stands forth as a monument of the loving-kindness and faithful- 
ness of God—of the excellence and worth of religion; reflecting 
in his own bright virtues the image of his Redeemer, giving evidence 
in lis life to all around, that he is an heir of heaven, and guiding, 
by his example, his fellow-travelers in the way to the paradise above. 
His hoary head is a crown of glory, being found in the way of righ- 
teousness. As he draws nearer the world o/ ‘ight, his countenance 
gathers brightness, as did that of Moses when he had been con- 
versing with God on the Mount; and iiough his earthly comforts 
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may be torn from him by the rude hand of time or the rough blasts 
of adversity, his all-sufficient, his ever-abiding happipess still re. 
mains. He still stands, like the glory of the forest, stript indeed of 
his summer foliage, but discovering more clearly to every observing 
eye, his solid strength and substantial texture. How charming, my 
brethren, to see grace thrive when nature decays; the mind soar 
when the body bows ; the venerable saint waiting, like good old Si- 
meon, for his departure ; or, like Paul, the aged, uttering, with tre- 
mulous but affecting accents, the language of holy confidence—“ J 
am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at 
hand. I have fought a good fight ; I have finished my course ; I have 
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righ- 
teousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at his 
appearing.” O, compared with such a sight, how does all the pride 
of greatness, all the pomp and pageantry of earth, sink into insignifi- 
cance and nothing. How is boa glorified ; how is religion honor- 
ed; how are the faith and the hopes of surviving christians strength- 
ened and confirmed by such a life, by such a death of an aged ser- 
vant of Christ! How consoling must be the reflection of such an 
one on the past; how delightful his meditations on the present; how 
cheering, how glorious his anticipations of the future! When he 
looks back and remembers the way on which the Lord his God has 
led him, how many refreshing recollections will be called to mind; 
how many seasons of communion with God; how many tokens of 
his loving-kindness and tender mercy; how many days and years 
of pious service performed for his divine Master and the happiness 
of his fellow-men! All these come home as a reviving cordial to his 
spirit, now that he is retiring from the field of action, laden with 
the honors of victory, and about to receive the plaudits of the great 
Lord whom he has served. God, his almighty Saviour and friend, 
comes forth to sustain him by his gracious presence, now when 
heart and flesh are failing; and while he feels underneath him the 
everlasting arms, and daily refreshes his spirit at those living foun- 
tains that are provided for pilgrims in this dry and thirsty land, the 
prospects that open before him of heavenly blessedness fill him with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory—his journey almost ended; his 
trials almost over; heaven just at hand; himself ripe for glory, and 
about to take possession of the promised inheritance, to become a 
pillar in the temple of God, to go no more out for ever. He dies; 
and a heavenly light cheers his departing moments. His friends 
look on, as he takes his upward flight, and are quickened and com- 
forted by the remembrance of his virtues, by the sight of his tri- 
umphs, by the assurance that he is gone to be eternally present with 
the Lord. 

Such is the dignity, such the happiness of a fruitful old age. 
Ought it not, then, to be an object of our warmest desires and most 
unwearied exertions? What so worthy to engage our affections, 
our prayers, our efforts, as that fruitfulness in age, which will en- 
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able us to close life with honor, with usefulness, with joyful hope of 
everlasting happiness in heaven ? 

3. Fruitfulness in old age is the best possible preparation for a 
peaceful and happy death. The Scriptures describe the last hours 
of many of the aged servants of God, and uniformly represent them 
as meeting death with peace and tranquillity of mind. e patriarch 
Jacob on his dying bed could say—“I have waited for thy salvation, 
O Lord,” and then, quietly yielding up the ghost, was gathered to 
his people. David, having served his own generation by the will 
of God, fell on sleep,—a phrase often used in Scripture to denote 
the peaceful death of the righteous. Aged Simeon had long been 
waiting for the salvation of God, and when he had clasped the in- 
fant Saviour in his arms, he earnestly desired to depart and be at 
rest. Stephen, and Paul, and John, after a long and useful life, died 
in the triumphs of faith and hope. Nor are such examples confined 
to scripture characters. Holy Richard Baxter, when asked, just be- 
fore he expired, how he did, answered, “Almost well.” Eliot, styled 
the apostle of the Indians, said to a friend, not long before his death, 
“My understanding faileth, my memory faileth, and my hand and 
pen fail, but my charity faileth not.” He closed a long life of emi- 
nent piety and usefulness with the words on his lips, “ Weltome 
joy; pray, pray, pray.” Of the venerable missionary Swartz it is 
recorded, that about ten minutes before his death he closed his eyes ; 
and his friend Jaeniche, who was watching by his bed side, suppo- 
sing that he had expired, began to sing his favorite hymn, and had 
gone through the first verse, when, on commencing the second, the 
good old missionary, as if called back to life by the sound of praise, 
accompanied him with an audible voice, and actually finished the 
hymn before he breathed his last. And one there was who died in 
this place, known and dear to some of you, who, after having for- 
gotten his children and nearest earthly friends, on being asked in 
the hour of approaching death, whether he remembered the Lord 
Jesus Christ, replied, his eyes brightening in hope, “O yes, I do, 
Ido; I remember the Lord Jesus Christ; he is my Lord and my 
God, by whom I hope to be saved.” 

Such, it may be affirmed, is the usual manner in which aged chris- 
tians of devoted piety and usefulness leave the world. Their fruit- 
fulness in old age is the best possible evidence, to themselves and 
others, that they have been planted in the house of the Lord, and are 
destined to flourish for ever in the courts of their God. 

Having borne the heat and burden of the day as faithful servants 
of Christ, they are privileged to retire from the field of action, bear- 
ing the honors of victory and rejoicing in hope of eternal glory. 
Death has to them lost its sting, and the grave its terrors. They are 
ripe for the last change, and are ripe for heaven. As they come to 
the evening of their days, laden with the fruits of righteousness, 
God comes forth to acknowledge them as his own; he pours around 
them the refreshings of his presence; gives them sweet foretastes 
of the promised rest, now so near at hand, and enables them to sing, 





188 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


as they enter the dark valley,—The Lord is my shepherd; I shall 
not want; I know in whom I have believed; I am in a strait be- 
twixt two. O to be able to meet death in such a frame; how sus- 
taining to the soul, how honorable to religion, how glorifying to the 
God of salvation! 

4, Fruitfulness in old age is recommended, not only by its being the 
highest happiness of declining life and the best preparation fora peace- 
ful death, but also by the rewards by which it will be distinguished 
in heaven. It is the doctrine of the Scriptures that the righteous 
shall be recompensed at the resurrection of the just, in proportion 
to their fidelity and usefulness in this state of probation. As 
abounded in turning their feet into the path of life and fitting them 
for usefulness, so grace will abound in bestowing upon them, at 
last, a rich reward, even for so small a gift as that of a cup of cold 
water conferred upon a needy disciple of the Saviour. All their 
patience and submission under the trials of life; all their soundness 
in the faith and zeal in maintaining the truth and the worship of 
God; all their self-denial and deeds of charity; all their prayers and 
pious services for the glory of Christ and the welfare of their fellow- 
men, are now registered in the gracious remembrance of their Sa- 
viour, and will be acknowledged by him at the last day, when he 
shall say to them, “ Come, ye blessed of my Father; inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you before the foundation of the world.” 


In the conclusion of this discourse, I am led to remark, 1. That 
long life is a great and distinguishing blessing. It was a kind pro- 
mise which God made to Abraham, that he should go to his fathers 
in peace and be buried in a good old age. And it is promised as a dis- 
tinguishing favor to those sincerely love and serve God, that he 
will satisfy them with long life, and show them his salvation. It was 
esteemed a mark of divine favor in the days of Job, to come to the 
grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn fully ripe. And what 
wise and good man would not wish thus to live and thus to die? 
How desirable is life, protracted to old age, if it be spent, as it 
may and ought to be, in bringing forth fruit to the glory of God, 
in accumulating treasures in heaven, and in preparing ourselves 
and others for a more exceeding and eternal weight of glory in 
the kingdom of our Father? The aged, I know, are apt to think 
that they are no longer of any use in the world; that their poor 
remains of life are hardly worth retaining. But if it be so, the 
fault is their own. In preserving your lives, my friends, while 
multitudes younger than you have fallen on the right hand and 
on the left, God is bestowing upon you a distinguishing favor, 
.and you are called upon to improve it to the honor of his name 

and your own immortal well-being. There is no period in your 
existence so valuable to yourselves as the present life. While 
you are continued here, faithfully performing the duties of your 
respective stations, you have an opportunity to honor your Sa- 
viour, to promote the salvation of your fellow-men and enhance the 
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glory of your immortal reward in heaven. How precious, then, 
every hour, every day, every year added to your lives? How 
gratefull should the aged be, that while most of the companions 
of their youth have been called from the stage of action to their 
final account, they are yet spared in the vineyard of their Lord, 
and may still bring forth fruit which shall redound to the glory 
of his name and their own eternal happiness! And how should 
it quicken them in duty and keep them diligent in their Master’s 
work, even till the going down of their sun, to reflect that their 
sands are almost run; that their day of service is just at an end, 
and that a step before them lies eternity, and the glories of eter- 
nity as their reward, if found faithful unto death! 

2. The young, and those in the meridian of life, ought to have 
a serious reference to old age in all their occupations and pur- 
suits. It is an event which cannot be avoided. With a rapidity 
of which we take but little notice, we are hurrying through the 
different stages of our earthly being, and ere we are aware, we 
shall be travelling down the vale of years, drawing near to the 
grave and eternity. It is certain, indeed, that many of us, who are 
now in the vigor of life, shall never be old, but die and go hence 
long before that period arrives. Still, if life is spared, we shall 
soon feel the decays of age coming over us, and be bending under 
the weight of declining years. What, then, does wisdom, what does 
duty require of us? Is it not that we look to the future, and pre- 
pare for a scene so solemn, so interesting, so unavoidable, and so 
near? Ought we not, at every stage of life, to think seriously of its 
end ; to live and act in such a manner as is adapted to render old 
age comfortable and useful, dignified and honorable? And how is 
this to be done? Not by spending the morning of life in pleasure 
and amusement; not by neglecting the mind and the heart in 
chase of the vanities of earth and time; not by living to our- 
selves—devoting the strength of manhood to schemes of wealth 
and worldly aggrandizement, while God and religion are left un- 
heeded. No, my friends, these things, however common, are 
thorns in the pillow of age—sources of shame, and sorrow, and 
fearful bodings as one draws towards the close of life. Old age, 
to be useful and happy, must be preceded by a well-regulated 
life; a life of virtue and piety; of devotedness to the glory of 
God and the good of men. Is it not that the morning of our days, 
the spring season of our being, should be consecrated to the service 
of Him who made us, and, through every successive period of life, 
his grace should be sought and his will obeyed; and with one, 
who, though long since dead, yet liveth, we should resolve in 
every situation, ‘to do whatever is best adapted to promote the 
glory of God or our own highest good, whether it be now, or 
never so many myriads of ages hence?’’ There should be no break 
between one portion of our being and another. It should all 
come under the influence of the fear and love of God. Youth 
should be a preparation for middle age, middle age should be a 
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preparation for old age, and all should be a preparation for eter 
nity. Living and acting thus, the decline of life would find us 
laden with the fruits of righteousness, ready to be transplanted 
to the paradise above, to flourish there for ever. 

Let ine press this view of the subject upon those of my hearers 
who are yet in the morning and meridian of life. Little as you 
may think of it, my friends, there is a very close connection be- 
tween what you now are and are doing, and your character and 
condition in future years. You are now preparing the cup and 
spreading the couch of your declining age ; yea, and for eternit 
also. The seed which you now sow is for both worlds. The 
habits you are now forming will probably go with you to the 
close of life; will form the dying dress of the soul, in which it 
shall come forth at last to receive the sentence of its Judge. 
What, then, are the prospects of some in this assembly? Is there 
not fearful evidence that some of you are preparing for yourselves 
a fruitless and joyless evening of life and a miserable eternity? 
How many of the young are forgetting God, their Creator; ne- 
glecting the Saviour of their souls, wasting the precious season 
of youth in folly and sin, and preparing for themselves a cup of 
trembling in the close of life? 

How many, too, of the middle-aged now before me, are living 
without hope and without God in the world; putting from them 
the claims of religion, and choosing their portion in the things of 
earth and sense? What are you expecting, my friends? To live 
here always; never to grow old, never to die? How will your 
present manner of life appear to you a few years hence, when 
age shall bring you to the borders of the grave, and death shall 
bid you look forth upon that eternity for which you have made 
no preparation? Does that time seem distant? How old are you! 
Have you lived thirty or forty years in the world? Then have 
you lived to bury one entire generation of your fellow-men, and 
have already entered upon the last half of life. Thirty, forty 
years have you lived in this world of misery, and yet are irreli- 
gious men, are impenitent, prayerless men, unprepared to die, and 
making caltulations only for the world and time! How great, 
then, your guilt, and how gloomy your prospects for the future! 
The suns of thirty, of forty years have revolved over you only to 
witness your neglect of God and the soul, and to light your steps 
in the way to death and a neglected eternity! O ye who are in 
the vigor of your age, busied incessantly in this world’s pursuits, 
beware lest the world cheat you of salvation, and you be left to 
lie down for ever amid the poverty of hell. Look to the scenes 
that are but just before you, and prepare to meet them. Make 
God your refuge and eternal life your portion, before the evil days 
come and the years draw nigh when you shall say, I have no plea- 
sure in them. 

3. Our subject presents, in an affecting light, the peculiar ex- 
cellence of true religion. It is a treasure that never fails, a prin- 
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ciple that thrives and grows when every thing else decays and 
dies. It is beautifully described by our Saviour as a well of wa- 
ter, springing up into everlasting life. Itis an unfailing source of 
blessedness to all in whom it dwells. Even the youths shall faint 
and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall; but they that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength ; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they 
shall walk and not be faint. While the outward man decays, the in- 
ward man is renewed day by day. While the body bows, the spi- 
rit soars; while the earthly house is falling to decay, the soul 
looks out with brightening hope, and rejoices to behold a house 
prepared for it, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
When stripped of all earthly things, the christian’s substantial 
treasures remain; durable riches and glory are his; religion is 
his, and all its unseen and immortal blessings. Yes, religion, 
purest, sweetest, most enduring solace and support of the soul, 
taking you by the hand in the unguarded, tender age of youth, she 
leads you on in peace and safety through all the changing scenes 
of life; your light in darkness, your joy in sorrow, your comfort 
and your hope amid the decays of nature and the near prospect 
of death ; nor forsakes you when heart and flesh are failing ; but, 
extending to you her rod and staff, goes with you through the dark 
valley, opens before you the portals of endless day, and bids you 
welcome to the joys of God’s eternal presence in heaven. Dear 
hearer, has this religion a dwelling in your bosom? You may be 
young, you may be healthy, you may be rich, you may be honored 
of your fellow-men, may have all that the world can afford you ; 
but if you have not religion, the fear and the love of God dwelling 
in you, you are infinitely poor and miserable. Angels might weep 
over you, cut off from the favor of God, a cumberer of the ground, 
and an heir of hell. No matter what you are or where you are, 
dear hearer, if you are not a christian and at peace with God, 
you can be the subject of no real good; the curse of God rests 
upon you and upon all you possess and enjoy ; and months and 
years, as they pass away, are only bearing you on to meet in 
eternity the consequences of neglect and misdoing in this state 
of probation. 

4. This subject has a serious application to the aged in this 
assembly. You are called, my friends, solemnly to inquire whe- 
ther you are bringing forth fruit in the decline of your age. Let 
me press this inquiry a little. Have you repented of sin, accept- 
ed of mercy, and fled to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only refuge 
of the soul? Are you persons of prayer, living near to God, and 
daily looking to him for mercy to pardon, and grace to help you, 
in the time of your approaching need? Do you realize how near 
you stand to the close of life? Are you strengthening yourselves 
in God for the last conflict; detaching your affections from the 
earth, and fixing them on Christ and heaven? As the time of your 
departure draws on, does your faith hold out and your hope ga- 
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ther brightness ; and devoting these your last days to the servies 
of Him who has kindly conducted you thus far in life, do you feel. 
think, and converse much on the things of Christ and heaven, ene 
deavoring to diffuse around you a savor of piety, and, as you ha e. 
opportunity, to guide and quicken others in the way of duty an@” 
salvation? In a word, do you realize more sensibly, as you go 
down the hill of life, that you are strangers and pilgrims on earth?” 
and not knowing how soon the Master may call for you, are you,” 
as faithful servants, watching and waiting for his coming, in the 
attitude of penitence and faith, of prayer and hope, of obedience” 
and love, of weanedness from the world and meetness for heaven?” 
Some of you, I trust, can return a comfortable answer to these” 
inquiries ; and to you the pastor would say, fear not, the Saviourin 
whom you confide will bear you through and bear you home; 
be with you in the great change you have soon to pass; give you” 
the victory over death and the grave, and crown you with immortal” 
life in his kingdom. O that 1 could in faithfulness address this” 
language to all the aged present! But I cannot. Truth forbid 
it. Some of you have stood fifty, sixty, seventy years in the” 
vineyard of God, and are yet unfruitful. Every year the great 
Lord of the vineyard has come, seeking fruit from you, but hag” 
sought in vain. Another year is now drawing to a close; it hag 
been a year of patience and long-suffering, of kindness and me 
on the part of God; but it has borne to heaven no record of ya 
repentance, and none of your gratitude and love, or of obedience 
and service done to him who has all your life long been waiting 
to be gracious and bestowing upon you the unwearied cultivation 
of his providence and grace. How long will it be, dying immor 
tals, ere it shall be said of you, Cut them down, why cumber the 
the ground? You have had a long day of trial; and if yet yor 
are unreconciled to God, a long account of sin stands written 
against you, and it must be an awful account to render at the ba 
of Infinite Justice, before which you must shortly stand. 











